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" World's First A380 Filght
5380, Singapore to Sydney

- 5 Octaber 2007

On the evening of Octobear 26, 1958, amdst a backdrop of glamor and anf cipation, a Pan
Amencan Boeing 707 departed from Mew York's Idlewild Airport bourd for Pars-_e Bourget
Alnvays, Decembzar 2000, Although o BOAC de Haviland Comet d had precedsd that
maugural “Clipper’ fiight oy a few weels. T was tha 707 that truly ushered In the jet age
Wy grandoarents were on that Pan Am flight. Then a young aifine aficionado, | would listen
spelicound as myv grandfather regaled me with the story of that histor-making tip
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fen T first heard about the c3ay

auction of sets on the world's first
scheduled Right of the Aicbus A330 by
Singamon Arlines (S1A), 1knew this was my
QPPOFUNRIEY b partcipate in my own prece
af history, Though it was an menedibly
difficult time to take a week off from my
business, travel bo the athier side of thiewarid
from my home in Mami Beach. Forida
and, mast impartantly, leave my T-month
old scn, my supportive wite Cara urged me
to rezlize this dieam. 5o with not a litte
trepadation | embarked on the torbwang
process of bidding for tckets. Because af
the nature ot the evant ard the tact that al
money raised wionikd Fo- 10 |'I|.ﬁri|}-, this was
na nldlzlm:r' El'i.i:r' auction, Bidders had to
place a 51,000 deposit and provide proot of
a valid passport, Seats would be released in
arbitrary Blocks over a l'\i,:-I,I]_lll;' Of wiesks to

mzintain interest. In onder to guarantee 3 window seat in
eronomy you were reguired to purchase a pair of tickats,
5o [ had to Snd a travel companton, Finally, S2, 700 Tatar,
my friend Oscar Garcla (3 forrier 747 piloth and | had
bought our way into the airline history Books,

SiA—a company to which the word ‘saperty’ simply
doesn't do justlce—ihen went to great lengths o fy
hundreds of peaple, Including Cscar and me, from all
over the worle to Singapore at massively reduced prices,
Ramora Donam in SIAS Los Angeles office was a hesoine
e me and many other LS travellers, [had a very nareow

Alrways

‘window” inwhich Lo trawel, and
wanled my |‘:-n-"-i|'|ﬂu.;._';||rﬁl Ilielll'll
b e abarel (e pokooes ledged
‘GQueent of the Skies” in its
wiming dovs—a Pocing 747-
400—which scemed poetic...
Yoz, | am an airtine geck.

At 0200 on Ovtober 25, |
was stecplessin Singapore’, nod
because of jetlag, but because
In six hours' time 1 would be
taking part in literally the
hlggest alr transpart milestone
in medrdy four decades, one
unlikely o be eclipsed for
many vears. A4 multitude
of emotion: and theughts
flashed through my mind.
had  a itrong connection o
the Airbus ASBD because when
| mn production at TLC (The
Learning Channell cable TV
network, [ hisd coeerseen the
creation ol a documentary
dabout the acrcraft, hosted by John Tavolta, 1 b
visited the Toulouse factory as the brst aicplane was
being completed. With all its proeducton problemns
commercial viability questions, contmoversies, fallout
and delays, 1 always rooted for the A380. Now [ was
happy that, for one day at least, the headlines would
he celehratory, not derogatory.

[ had been enviouws of passengers on other Grst
flichts, but especialy the one that ooourred or January
21, 1970—the nawpgural of the Boeing 747, also by
Pam Am. For me, that day had arrived. | nurtured high




























