Supersonic DC-8 .“’.ﬁf“t'z"? %:j
Artistic Air Flair at Vancouver M ’!Hm
Flying over the Roof of the World DR,

www alrwsyimag.com |




s

" World's First A380 Filght
5380, Singapore to Sydney

- 5 Octaber 2007

On the evening of Octobear 26, 1958, amdst a backdrop of glamor and anf cipation, a Pan
Amencan Boeing 707 departed from Mew York's Idlewild Airport bourd for Pars-_e Bourget
Alnvays, Decembzar 2000, Although o BOAC de Haviland Comet d had precedsd that
maugural “Clipper’ fiight oy a few weels. T was tha 707 that truly ushered In the jet age
Wy grandoarents were on that Pan Am flight. Then a young aifine aficionado, | would listen
spelicound as myv grandfather regaled me with the story of that histor-making tip
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fen T first heard about the c3ay

auction of sets on the world's first
scheduled Right of the Aicbus A330 by
Singamon Arlines (S1A), 1knew this was my
QPPOFUNRIEY b partcipate in my own prece
af history, Though it was an menedibly
difficult time to take a week off from my
business, travel bo the athier side of thiewarid
from my home in Mami Beach. Forida
and, mast impartantly, leave my T-month
old scn, my supportive wite Cara urged me
to rezlize this dieam. 5o with not a litte
trepadation | embarked on the torbwang
process of bidding for tckets. Because af
the nature ot the evant ard the tact that al
money raised wionikd Fo- 10 |'I|.ﬁri|}-, this was
na nldlzlm:r' El'i.i:r' auction, Bidders had to
place a 51,000 deposit and provide proot of
a valid passport, Seats would be released in
arbitrary Blocks over a l'\i,:-I,I]_lll;' Of wiesks to

mzintain interest. In onder to guarantee 3 window seat in
eronomy you were reguired to purchase a pair of tickats,
5o [ had to Snd a travel companton, Finally, S2, 700 Tatar,
my friend Oscar Garcla (3 forrier 747 piloth and | had
bought our way into the airline history Books,

SiA—a company to which the word ‘saperty’ simply
doesn't do justlce—ihen went to great lengths o fy
hundreds of peaple, Including Cscar and me, from all
over the worle to Singapore at massively reduced prices,
Ramora Donam in SIAS Los Angeles office was a hesoine
e me and many other LS travellers, [had a very nareow

Alrways

‘window” inwhich Lo trawel, and
wanled my |‘:-n-"-i|'|ﬂu.;._';||rﬁl Ilielll'll
b e abarel (e pokooes ledged
‘GQueent of the Skies” in its
wiming dovs—a Pocing 747-
400—which scemed poetic...
Yoz, | am an airtine geck.

At 0200 on Ovtober 25, |
was stecplessin Singapore’, nod
because of jetlag, but because
In six hours' time 1 would be
taking part in literally the
hlggest alr transpart milestone
in medrdy four decades, one
unlikely o be eclipsed for
many vears. A4 multitude
of emotion: and theughts
flashed through my mind.
had  a itrong connection o
the Airbus ASBD because when
| mn production at TLC (The
Learning Channell cable TV
network, [ hisd coeerseen the
creation ol a documentary
dabout the acrcraft, hosted by John Tavolta, 1 b
visited the Toulouse factory as the brst aicplane was
being completed. With all its proeducton problemns
commercial viability questions, contmoversies, fallout
and delays, 1 always rooted for the A380. Now [ was
happy that, for one day at least, the headlines would
he celehratory, not derogatory.

[ had been enviouws of passengers on other Grst
flichts, but especialy the one that ooourred or January
21, 1970—the nawpgural of the Boeing 747, also by
Pam Am. For me, that day had arrived. | nurtured high




expectations of pne of the most thrilling mements of
my iIfe, but what made it 50 special would be completely
unexpected, more personally profound, and mevealed
long after tha gigantlz Alrbus had returned fo tzom
on s first scheduled arrival into Sydney, Australia.

At 0500 we stepped into 2 terminal at Singapore’s
Chang, Alrpart that was nearly empty sawe for one
greamer-adormed ticketing zone buzzing—and 1 do
reant buszing—with excitement, 514 had not missed an
apportumity to make the evert special, even at check-in,
There was a paparazei backdrop and red carpet where
vour picture was taken for vour own custom stamp,
Cameras rolhed and fashbulbs popped a5 representatives
af the international press added to the feeling that this
wils as big as a Holbywood premisre,

Making cur way to Gate F31 at 0600, we reached
the boarding lounge that had been converted ino a
standing room only partyichampagne buffet!press
conference replete with & chamber music quartet, At
the boarding gate. two of the famed 'Singapore Girls’
standing in front of a yellow ribbon held sway over
the crowd. At sunrise, the puests saw the oeal star of
the show—A380-34 1 OV-5K4 (M5N 13)—as it emenged
from Its cloak of darkness, tended to by a veritable
army of ground crew,

Around O30, tha flight crew showed wp. You would
have beer excused if ¥ou thoughit LI2% Bonoor Oprah had
arrived. They were moboed like rock stars, and seemed
enuinely surprised oy the adulation: Among the crew
wias a largely unnoticed pilet inoa different uniform—
Claude Lelaie, Airbus senicr vice president flight diviion
and, with Jacgues Bosay, vice president and chiel test
pilat, first to fy the airplare.

Thirty mimuates later, 2 beaming Chew  Choon
Seng, 5IA% CEQ, tock the stape to present a check bor
$1.3 million to. three worthy charties: The Singaporee
Children’s Hospitals; The singapons Comanunity Chest;
and Medecing Sans Fronticres {Doctors without Bonders),
With his first new Airbus delivered only ten days earlier,
If Chew was at all concerned he didn't show it as he cuta
yellow ribban declaring the Aight open.

Rearding of Flight SC380, hound for Sydrey, began
prompily et 0715, a3 Julian Hayward, the Briton whio had
paried 1060, 300D foe twn tickets in the “Sultes', was [nvited
iy he fiest 1o board. There was thunderous applaase.
“sierr Biisiness' and economy class passengers were next
in Hoard theough the threealrbrdge mate, with two
‘fingers’ diwked to the kenwer deck and one o the upper.
The procedure was amazingly fasl and smonth, silencing
many srifics

Crr hriglge 16 t00 the upper deck. With peaple
munming arcnnd soapping pictoees (mssell includead)
andl Benaringg the airplane, | asked mvsell how this flight
cemled pessibily desart om time, and anticipated agilaled
crewmembers making panicked ammouncemenis
reruestingt eviryone to tike their seits to prevent an

cmharrassing lare |I|'r|:|'|~.'.r|' Wl travel cormpanion and

HESTE LHR LA

The: Night crew anmas,
follenree f) paEserger
[erding A regnd

Cairls juts SIAS foowds
sarcng kebayaclad cabin
llevdiTnls are dradearingly
cetlien ] ang fhdr male
couiriprpares, An etxedliznl
Cirewr Clioon Seay!

KI4'e R0, was on dand fir

e oversian
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[ were seated In 77K and 77H in the intimate econnmy
cabln upstalrs. Miracaloushy and calmly, with nol a
stern word from the crew, evervthing settled dowe, and
precizely ar 0800 we pushed back. We nodiced ground
crewrmembezrs on the ramp stopping o gawk at the new
Cueen of the Skies. There were also thromgs of speciators
in the terminal. | reflected that this is what it must
hase Telt like to be a participant oo those other great
‘imAugurals’; e Pan Aamerican Martin 130 Ciifng Ciier
flving boat {in 19351 Boeing 707, and 747,

COur eerily gquiet takeott roll took all of 40 (e 45
seconds, We kater learnt that the Rolls-Rayce Trent 970
turbolans had been operating at only 76% thrust, With
very little carao and 8 meodest fuel load, the ATED was
primied to leap into the ske. At OBLS and 154k the
behemaoth rotated to wild appiogse, whoops, and cheers.
Chills went down my spme as the roveille lastod over a
minute. Climaing graccfully over Singapore, we indeed
were 'kings of the world®. The vast wing, designed for an
gven larper ASBD, put on a dazzling show with its two scts
of trinle ailerons vectoring ns out over the South China
Sen, onward south over [ndenesia, to later rejotn land
above nortawestarn Australia.

We notioed, during climhb, a shight glitch in the
pressurizarion system. which caused some minar ear
papping and lack of gir-ronditioning. Bue oo other
faults were apparent o us fof the remainder of the
flight. Twenty minuwies inta the climb, the seatheli
sign was switched off (il wouldn't come hack on until
descent], and boa cacophony of clinking seathelts haing
unfastened the party basan,

Ag we leveled off a1 o initial croise of 55 (T
the Singapare Cricls {and Boys) come throogh the cahin
with genernus servingt oF Chades Heidsiecs Champagne,
a finar vintage than that nommally tesemverd for even
Imsiness class, The conwvivial atmisphere was evesitive of
an era that enckesl in the Sevent e With a male-to-female
ratioy of T3 3F fels sFphdly roesre like aderomos stagg party,
with the eleganee fvtor hiph, Friendships were fomed,
batiness cands exchanped, and glasses clinked as peozle
of A5 natiomalitics immersed themselres in this once-in-a-
liferime shared experience, The whisper-quletness of the
crise, thanks to those tranguil Trents, onlv helghtered
the amhienee

Cmbsard wore foyr pilats, 21 flight attendants, and
455 passenpers. Of the latter, the youngestwas ten months
old, the oldest a 9l-year-ald man in Sultes fving with
sin family members and his male nurse. The passenger
manifest revealed that 280 were Awstralians, 14% weare
Singaporeans, 11% Britons, and &% [an the LUSA.
Surprisingly, there wese very [ew Irench and Germans.
The couple in front of ws, 50% of the represaniat-on from
Germany, was the constant focus of two of thal county's
TV news crews.

As the drinks and canapé sarvice continued, (sear
and | marveled at how the cabin attecdants repeatedly

18

perfnrmed exce lent service with smiles and bonhomie,
despite the jammed alsles. They were chviously proud to
have heen selected to operate the flight znd, with a few
exceptians. had never previously flown on an ASED.

With scant chop In the ouoise, and feeling Iike
Joval of hiklical fame, we emzarked on our tous af
the ravernons aithorne ‘whale'. Cuwr upper deck perch
revealed a cabin cross aeftion which was essentially
wicler than that of ar AL sharked ull-length on a wider
cakrin Paan a FA7 Sear configurations of 242 upslainsg
amil 3-4-4 om the lower deck ywelded the widest economy
acat | bad ever sl in The ullrslim Weher seats had 3
Frvtrest aned nice recline angle, bt were 2 Hile bon firm.
With o Adin [Récm) seat piteh, e weren't complaining,
honweever, There wene thrmaghtinl tomeches: a THLGEIN (27 om)-
widt "KrisWorld' «crern, a vanity mdzrorin the fald-coram
tray, @ seathack drink holder, coat rack, and sven a small
storzpe compartment for my plasses

In spate of its mapgnifcence, the most neglected
feature omboard this Hight was the nexb-generiation
Panasomic X2 KrisWorld system. 18 boasts T movies,
B0 TV shows, 7000 CTs, sear-to-seat |'.-'|||in.|_:I real-tHrrs
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news and fravel information, and an outstanding
graphics vser-interface reminizcent of an Apple
Macinbosh. With the Hoorshow pemering the moost
attention, most screens were tuned o the Adrsbow,

bdowving forward into the upper deck business calyin,
wie wine awestruck by the dramatic difierence in noise
anil actvity between the fun and frivality in the back
and scolate business class, The seats here, designed by
lames Park Asseciates, are very wide and high, almost like
private suites themselves, and thelr ocoupants enjoved
complete privacy. The &0 somptuous, tallored, leather
seats—in a world-beating 1-2-1 lavout ir one long cabin
on the upper deck—are the widest business scats in the
sky. Two people can fit slde-hy-side in one of these plush
aithome lounges. The seats are equipped with a superk
15.4in (39%cmi-wide KrisWorld LCD (Liguid Crystal
Display) scrzen into which vou can plug a computer or
iPod, The cabin felr s empty and besinesslike that we
aliraeat felt sorry for she passengers

Inibbed Mew Business Cass’ by 514, the product was
supposed o debat on the AS80, bul because of delivery
delavs it wat introduced on the airline’s 7 77-300EKs, This
class, surprisingly, is the location of the anly stz nd-up bar,
which vou would miss if vow blinked, S04 cleady chese to
forega the hvpe of showers, sbores, and bars in favar of
mare space in all classes,

Dwescending the elcgant staircase at the front of the
airceaft while heading for First, we felt we were in a ship.
Butwhen we turned the corner, we revised our impressions
to that of a prvate Pullman rzilmoad car. First class, as
such, doesn't exdist on 514 A280s; it is called ‘Singapore
Suites’. The alrline levies a 25%, surcharge for its premium
cabins, and with good reason. These 12 sultes are truly
private oms in a 1-2-1 lavout. Designed hy a French
vachit designer and finished in rich red wood, they are
almins: 31t {841 Acm) wide 2nd Feature an enlirely separale
bad that can fold into & deable bed in the middle suites.
Frir thnse wishing to engage 0 a tited-féte with a wisitor,
cach siite has annther seal. An alira-teluse fouch is the
cuslorsdesigned duvets, from the Honse of Givenchy, e
1he fold-caat bed, frdeed, Hee tgilcded ape is alive and well
i Sirigapane Saites

Ater eaving this area of decadenoe, we made e
way back to the pary in the three lower deck eromomy
cahine Thearling the “A Fisat” ceehs was STA Chief ARRD
aptaim Robert Ting Te appeamed abnost shorcked when
he was mnbhied for photograpis and aotopmphs. One
woman pokinghy asked who wes flying: the airplame, to
which he responded while gestirng at his cell phone,
“Which way do yon want to go®" Ting graciously agreed
to sign A copy of an Alregps AZBD fssue (April 2005)
and am AZR0 book 1 guarantee that these cherished
callectibles will never darken the pages of eBav. Finally,
all the hero worship almost became too muach for this
appareritly modest man as he departed economy class
and, emulating Arnold Schwarrenegmer, promlsed, “T11
b back!
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ITwere are gaiy g dozen swifes, dedped by French vacklieg cesigrer
Jean-Jacgues Coober sivhi simgles By the wirdowes and dwo donbles in
the midddle of Hhe cobin. Besddrs @ first cimss seaf and chalse g,
each suife fectares a FRin (198l bed, svectingsining Gelie, a
Wl e 230 (S8 DUTY soeen, @ coal closet Fhere
I5 @ prvacy periibn which reay be raed et fooked T poviton,
bt BLA nwvs e saites are pof soeed-preai o, ST coupil e oar
dlowldile bipds 19 prgage in inspprapciate activitg we vt paiitely mek
thrrn I dexldsr *
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Crther ‘moatables’ Included
Thomas Lee, 55 (laft), who had
thown on Pan Am's fiest 747 service,
and whiose company, Monogram
Svstems, designed the lavatory
systems of the A3RG—which is why
he was fiushed with suecess! His
wife Bally was (he first president of
the first Southwest Airlines Hight
attendant class, They turned heads
with & plague of two first commiarcial
filght certificales: fior the 727 and
A380, Lec's father had surprised him with the 1970
trip, and now he was dolog the same for Sally and theis
daughter Briana. Sylvain Fascaud of
LCE Productbons-—whe bad spent
five years dotumeantiog the building
af the AJ8L for DNscavery—and his
ceew wete basily flming theéir Anal
sepments CNR's Kichard Cuest feld
a simudated auction as he guerisl
Ene cost opassengers Dad opaid for
their tickets Two passengers took
orcers for their very stylish custom-
fitibde ‘A38 First Flight' T-shirts.

An entiee tamily from Australia
travelled wopether; the two soms
e dessignesd costom shicts as well,
attracting much envy. An englneer
fron Sary Francisco celeboated his annivassary with Happsy
Birthday’ sung by the crew and dry ice replacing eandles
A travel agent from Ferth, Awstralia, dazeed ne wich ber
swores af flving S1A% kev inawgura s, such as Singapors
ta Mew York-Mewark (Airwanes, Octosasr 20041 Anstralian

cefebrity chef Matt Moran and his Singapare counterpart
wam Leong, who designed the in-tHigkt meals, ware chef's
uniforms and perscnally ensuned the ooisine would be
top-nintch,

Many wondered aloud how S1A could  oatdo its
alrgady extraordinarily high cabin service levels. We
wiuld not be disappointed. S0 what kind of meal befits
an oocasion such as this? In coonomy, we were offered
business class-gualicy meals and wine, | dimed on a
delicious Drenken Chicken stzrter, the main course of
baked fillet of Chilezan bass with fish nocdles, followed by
Ben and lerry's ioe cream. Crscar chosz the oos salad with
Greek feta and searad beef tenderloin. The sommeller's
solection included a Bhelngau Rles'ing Eabimett 2005
from Welnhauss Ress, and  an
Auvstralian Rlderlon Barossa Valley
Shiraz 20004, Char appetiving meals
were served with aplomb by the
wonceriul cabin staft, who eemel
pleased that people were back in
their seats, oo they could carey o
Iheir service.

Ihranghant the flight, the
tap on Stngapore™ BFoundicss
y.|~r1|.'rr'|'-i1':..' wis noevoer turned
off. We were piven framed ond
lamimated cerfificates, signed by
RO Thewe aned Capt Ting, marking:
the oeopsion, The gift bapgs were
harlging with a Hmited cdifion A3B0 model, Mont
Rlane pems, and ather wonderful mementos.

A Little over six Eowurs into the fltght, over central Mew
Sowth Wales, Australia. the spolless ceploved, herading
oot inital descent, Czpt Ting came over the A with

Alrways
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vef anothier surprise: we would perform a low pass over
Sydney Hartbour, The cabin erupted e a cacophony of
shout and applawse, Urfortunately, & low clood cover
dictated otheswise, and the flv-past was scrubbed, Ever
Ting was disappeinted. Unuosually, the cabin crew began
the second smack-service during the descent. They would
ot b deterred from pleasing us even is the crowdsagain
biocking the alstes rendered their jobs diffoult.

At 1715, Ting slowed {hie sirplace to 138kt (less
than a 7475 landing speed] and the new Queen of the
Skics kissed the munway at Sydiney, Once again there was
a volley of applawse, and emodion kit 2 crescerdao, Had
the seatbel: sien not baen illuminatel, there would have
been a standing evation, Daring the rolloat with thrast
reversers deploved (enlv the two inboand engines are so
equipped, we noficed the sirport had ground to-a hall,
with cheering crowids of spectators, and TV news cameras
o the grownd a:ad alutt in aelicopters. We blocked into
the gate ore minute early at 1724, 7hr émin after leaving
Singapore. But no-ong really wanted to disembark. This
wes forhunate, asit took Sydney pround staff a few minules
to position the new AdRO-competible alearidges. Oscar
and [ wape last off after a special cockpil visil, courtesy
of Capt Ting. All of us were greeted by @ Clunoring

Frcalid Cadvotods Wi Wi Ao ks

miedia contingent,
i; angd were handed

e copies of The Siadrey
Muorminy Herpld with
L6 eyl Sz i front sage headline

blaring: 'Tamba
Lands In Sydney!” We
all became Instant
celebrities, If only for
4 mament.

I a1 g
Ed e, By

The moment of truth arrived for A3 frst-Aighters
when ot came time to colleck our bagaage. | &m sure
extra staff had been rostered, because everyone had
their luggage within 30 minutes, with most receiving
it earlier. Heaving our bags of Singapore swag toward
the terminal exit, we were serenaded by vel another
gquartet—this time In baggage claim.

When we reached our hotel, we saw coverage of
‘our’ A3RDS landing and arrival splashed across the
word’s TY metwodks, the extent of which surprised even
us. Capping off this remarkable and memorable day,
Timathy Spahr, president of Spakir Aviation Adwvisors,
Invited evervone to a great ASB0 ‘after party’ where
he used a hacksaw to decapitate a scale model of the
dethraned queen, a 747, We had gone from the sublime
to the serreal, that mudcs is certain,

Sitting on an A%40-500 18-hour fight to Mewark fom
Singapore, reministing sbout one magical moment zfter
another, it occurred to me why this was such a beautifal,
profaund occasion, I an era of a litany of bad news,
weorries for the future, and tunmoil, [t was traly uplifing
to see whiat mankind could accomplish. T was (o woung
to watch man walk on the Moon for the first time, but |
imagine that on a cercain level this wes whal il was like
when people came together Lo celebiate & truly Ristoric
occasion, one unlikely 1o be repeated in ooy lifetime, if
oaky for a day. + f . 503

(Clrks Saaw s president
amd mener of 20 Meabia, o
s feletisian prochecdan
BN, qrgel wielingid s iy
and creatar of e arding
T e
wwwainchive.corm.)

Fiighet SRR Tands of Spotme: fovpleting Hie medde commercial fiight of the 350, Kegulaely schirduli saive Blwer Singapine amd Swdiey
(S0R200222) begry o Samadimy, Otnier 28, Thitteen ATS08 are dice for delienyin 2008, & 514, Eminrtes, ang ahis, with 25 delii e
schedice! by J00% and 45 o 2070
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